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Application/Control Number: 09/683,048 Pa g e 2 

Art Unit: 3691 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 12 recites the limitation "the sub". There is insufficient antecedent basis for this 
limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections -35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1 9, 20, 22 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) as being unpatentable by 
Bezos, U.S. Patent No.: 6,029,141 (PTO-892 reference B). 

5. As per claim 19, Bezos et al. teaches a system for paying a recipient and a sub-recipient, 
comprising: 

a server computer (see column 4, lines 30-39); a sender terminal, connected to the server 
computer, for receiving inputs from and providing outputs to a sender (see column 4, lines 30- 
39); 

a recipient terminal, connected to the server computer, for receiving inputs from and 
providing outputs to a recipient (see column 4, lines 30-39); a sub-recipient terminal, connected 
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to the server computer, for receiving inputs from and providing outputs to a sub-recipient (see 
abstract); and a payment server, connected to the server computer, for making payments to the 
recipient and the sub-recipient, pursuant to instructions received from the server computer, the 
server computer receiving and storing from the recipient terminal an amount of an expected total 
disbursement, an amount of a sub-recipient portion of the expected total disbursement, and an 
authorization to pay the sub-recipient portion of the expected total disbursement directly to the 
sub-recipient, the server computer receiving from the sender terminal a gross disbursement for 
payment to the recipient, determining whether the amount of the gross disbursement received 
from the sender matches the amount of the total disbursement expected by the recipient, and if 
the amount of the gross disbursement received from the sender matches the amount of the total 
disbursement expected by the recipient, instructing the payment server to make a direct payment 
to the recipient of the expected total disbursement, less the amount of any sub-recipient portions 
of the expected total disbursement, and instructing the payment server to make a direct payment 
to the sub-recipient of the sub-recipient portion of the expected total disbursement (see abstract, 
column 6, lines 41-52 and column 7, lines 30-51). 

6. As per claim 20, Bezos et al. teaches the system of claim 1 9 described above. Bezos et 
al. further teaches wherein the server computer is connected to the sender terminal, the recipient 
terminal, the sub-recipient terminal, and the payment server using the Internet (see abstract, 
column 6, lines 41-54 and column 15, lines 34-50). 

7. As per claim 22, Bezos et al. teaches the system of claim 1 9 described above. Bezos et 
al. further teaches wherein payment is made using an electronic funds transfer (see column 16, 
lines 1-2, column 21, lines 61-63 and column 22, lines 12-14). 
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8, As per claim 24, Bezos et al. teaches a system for paying a recipient and a sub-recipient, 
comprising: a server computer (see column 4, lines 30-39); a sender terminal, connected to the 
server computer, for receiving inputs from and providing outputs to a sender (see column 4, lines 
30-39); 

a recipient terminal, connected to the server computer, for receiving inputs from and 
providing outputs to a recipient (see column4, lines 30-39); a sub-recipient terminal, connected 
to the server computer, for receiving inputs from and providing outputs to a sub-recipient (see 
abstract); and a payment server, connected to the server computer, for making payments to the 
recipient and the sub-recipient, pursuant to instructions received from the server computer, the 
server computer electronically receiving from the sub-recipient an amount of a sub-recipient 
portion of an expected total disbursement and sending the amount to the recipient for 
authorization, the server computer electronically receiving and storing from the recipient an 
amount of the expected total disbursement, instructions from the recipient to be followed if a 
gross disbursement amount received from the sender does not match the expected total 
disbursement amount received from the recipient, and an authorization to pay the sub-recipient 
portion of the expected total disbursement directly to the sub-recipient, the server computer 
notifying the sender to disburse funds and receiving from the sender a gross disbursement for 
payment to the recipient, the server computer determining whether the amount of the gross 
disbursement received from the sender matches the amount of the total disbursement expected by 
the recipient and following the stored instructions, if the amount of the gross disbursement 
received from the sender does not match the amount of the total disbursement expected by the 
recipient; and if the amount of the gross disbursement received from the sender matches the 



Application/Control Number: 09/683,048 . Page 5 

Art Unit: 3691 

amount of the total disbursement expected by the recipient, instructing the payment server to 
make a direct payment to the recipient of the expected total disbursement, less any sub-recipient 
portions of the expected total disbursement, and instructing the payment server to make a direct 
payment to the sub-recipient of the sub-recipient portion of the expected total disbursement (see 
abstract, column 6, lines 41-52 and column 7, lines 30-51). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

10. Claims 1-1 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Linehan, 
Patent No.: U.S. 6,327,578 Bl (PTO-892 reference A) in view of Bezos et al., Patent No.: U.S. 
6,029,141 (PTO-892 reference B). 

11. As per claim 1 , Linehan teaches a method for paying a recipient and a sub-recipient, 
comprising: 

(a) electronically receiving and storing from a recipient an amount of an expected total 
disbursement, an amount of a sub-recipient portion of the expected total disbursement (see 
column 2, lines 16-31 and column 22, lines 9-67), and an authorization to pay the sub-recipient 
portion of the expected total disbursement directly to the sub-recipient (see Fig. 3 and column 
16, lines 29-67); 
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(b) electronically receiving from a sender a gross disbursement for payment to the 
recipient (see column 17, lines 3-8); 

(c) determining whether the amount of the gross disbursement received from the sender 
matches the amount of the total disbursement expected by the recipient (see column 16, lines 60- 
column 17, lines 8); and 

(d) if the amount of the gross disbursement received from the sender matches the amount 
of the total disbursement expected by the recipient: 

instructing a payment server to make a direct payment to the recipient of the expected 
total disbursement (see column 8, lines 16-19 and lines 44-52), and instructing the payment 
server (see abstract, column 12, lines 48-67 and column 16, lines 31 -column 17, lines 8). 
Linehan does not teach: 

the sub-recipient portion of the expected total disbursement directly to the sub-recipient; 

less any sub-recipient portions of the expected total disbursement; to make a direct 
payment to the sub-recipient of the sub-recipient portion of the expected total disbursement. 
Bezos et al. teaches: 

the sub-recipient portion of the expected total disbursement directly to the sub-recipient 
(see column 7, lines 30-40); 

less any sub-recipient portions of the expected total disbursement; to make a direct 
payment to the sub-recipient of the sub-recipient portion of the expected total disbursement (see 
abstract, column 2, line 66-column 3, line 42 and column 7, lines 30-40). 

Therefore, it would be prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to add making a direct payment to the sub-recipient of the sub-recipient 
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portion of the expected total disbursement feature to paying a recipient method of Linehan 
because Bezos teaches that adding the feature to make direct payment helps the customer to 
select multiple different sites, and then perform a single check-out to purchase all of the selected 
product (see column 2, line 66-column 3, line 4 of Bezos et al.). 

12. As per claim 2, Linehan teaches the method of claim 1 described above. Bezos et al. 
further teaches including: shielding the sender from information regarding the amount of any 
sub-recipient portions of the expected total disbursement (see abstract and column 7, lines 30- 
40). 

Therefore, it would be prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to add shielding the sender from information regarding the amount of 
any sub-recipient portions of the expected total disbursement feature to pay a recipient method of 
Linehan because Bezos et al. teaches that adding the feature to a pay a recipient method helps the 
customer to select multiple different sites, and then perform a single check-out to purchase all of 
the selected product (see column 2, line 66-column 3, line 4 of Bezos et al.). 

13. As per claim 3, Linehan and Bezos et al. teach the method of claim 1 described above. 
Linehan further teach the method including the following step performed between steps (a) and 
(b): notifying the sender to disburse funds (see column 16, lines 31-49 and column 22, lines 63- 
67). 

14. As per claim 4, Linehan and Bezos et al. teach the method of claim 1 described above. 
Linehan further teaches the wherein step (a) further includes: 

receiving and storing instructions (see column 8, lines 49-5) from the recipient to be 
followed if the gross disbursement amount received from the sender does not match the expected 
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total disbursement amount received from the recipient (see column 16, line 57 - column 17, line 
7). 

15. As per claim 5, Linehan and Bezos et al. teach the method of claim 4 described above. 
Bezos teaches wherein step (e) further includes: if the amount of the gross disbursement received 
from the sender does not match the amount of the total disbursement expected by the recipient, 
following the stored instructions (see column 11, lines 14-26). 

Therefore, it would be prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to add if the amount of the gross disbursement received from the sender 
does not match the amount of the total disbursement expected by the recipient, following the 
stored instructions feature to pay a recipient method of Linehan because Bezos et al. teaches that 
adding the feature to a pay a recipient method helps the customer to select multiple different 
sites, and then perform a single check-out to purchase all of the selected product (see column 2, 
line 66-column 3, line 4 of Bezos et al.). 

16. As per claim 6, Linehan teaches the method of claim 1 described above. Linehan further 
teaches including the following step performed prior to step (a): 

receiving from the sub-recipient the amount of the sub-recipient portion of the expected 
total disbursement and sending the amount to the recipient for authorization (see column 6, lines 
41-54, column 7, lines 41-51, column 8, lines 59-66 and column 11, lines 14-26). 

Therefore, it would be prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to add receiving from the sub-recipient the amount of the sub-recipient 
portion of the expected total disbursement and sending the amount to the recipient for 
authorization to pay a recipient method of Linehan because Bezos et al. teaches that adding the 
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feature to a pay a recipient method helps the customer to select multiple different sites, and then 
perform a single check-out to purchase all of the selected product (see column 2, line 66-column 
3, line 4 of Bezos et al.). 

17. As per claim 7, Linehan and Bezos et al. teach the method of claim 1 described above. 
Linehan further teaches wherein payment is made using an automated teller machine (see 
column 17, lines 31-33). 

1 8. As per claim 8, Linehan and Bezos et al. teach the method of claim 1 described above. 
Linehan further teaches wherein payment is made using an electronic funds transfer (see abstract 
and column 16, lines 31-67). 

19. As per claim 9. Linehan and Bezos et al. teach the method of claim 1 described above. 
Linehan further teaches payment is made using a check (see column 2, lines 21-26 and column 
12, lines 5-10). 

20. As per claim 10, Linehan and Bezos et al. teach the method of claim 1 described above. 
Bezos et al. further teaches including the following step performed after step (d): providing a 
report to the recipient indicating the amount of money paid directly to the sub-recipient (see 
column 16, lines 20-26, column 18, lines 20-50, claim 21 and claim 41). 

Therefore, it would be prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to add providing a report to the recipient indicating the amount of money 
paid directly to the sub-recipient to pay a recipient method of Linehan because Bezos et al. 
teaches that adding the feature helps the customer to select multiple different sites, and then 
perform a single check-out to purchase all of the selected product (see column 2, line 66-column 
3, line 4 of Bezos et al.). 
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21. As per claim 11, Linehan and Bezos et al. teach the method of claim 1 described above. 
Bezos et al. further teaches wherein the amount of the sub-recipient portion of the expected total 
disbursement is calculated net of withholdings, whereby the amount paid to the recipient 
includes the withheld amounts (see column 1 1, lines 12-26). 

Therefore, it would be prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to add wherein the amount of the sub-recipient portion of the expected 
total disbursement is calculated net of withholdings, whereby the amount paid to the recipient 
includes the withheld amounts feature to pay a recipient method of Linehan because Bezos et al. 
teaches that adding the feature helps the customer to select multiple different sites, and then 
perform a single check-out to purchase all of the selected product (see column 2, line 66-column 
3, line 4 of Bezos et al). 

22. As per claim 12, Linehan teaches a method for paying a recipient and a sub-recipient, 
comprising: 

(b) using the server computer to electronically receive and store from the recipient an 
amount of the expected total disbursement (see column 2, lines 16-31 and column 22, lines 9- 
67); 

(c) notifying the sender to disburse funds (see column 16, lines 31-44 and column 22, 
lines 61-67); 

(d) receiving from the sender a gross disbursement for payment to the recipient (see 
column (see column 16, line 63-column 17, line 7) ; 



Application/Control Number: 09/683,048 Page 1 1 

Art Unit: 3691 

(e) determining whether the amount of the gross disbursement received from the sender 
matches the amount of the total disbursement expected by the recipient (see column 16, lines 57- 
67); 

(g) if the amount of the gross disbursement received from the sender matches the amount 
of the total disbursement expected by the recipient: instructing a payment server to make a direct 
payment to the recipient of the expected total disbursement(see column 8, lines 16-19 and 
column 8, lines 44-52); 
Linehan does not teach: 

(a) using a server computer to electronically receive from a sub-recipient an amount of a sub- 
recipient portion of an expected total disbursement and sending the amount to a recipient for 
authorization ; 

b) instructions from the recipient to be followed if a gross disbursement amount received from 
the sender does not match the expected total disbursement amount received from the recipient, 
and an authorization to pay the sub-recipient portion of the expected total disbursement directly 
to the sub; 

(f) following the stored instructions, if the amount of the gross disbursement received from the 
sender does not match the amount of the total disbursement expected by the recipient; and 

(g) less any sub-recipient portions of the expected total disbursement, and instructing the 
payment server to make a direct payment to the sub-recipient of the sub-recipient portion of the 
expected total disbursement. 

Bezos teaches the following part of steps: 



Application/Control Number: 09/683,048 Page 12 * 

Art Unit: 3691 

(a) using a server computer to electronically receive from a sub-recipient an amount of a sub- 
recipient portion of an expected total disbursement and sending the amount to a recipient for 
authorization (see column 6, lines 41-54, column 7, lines 41-51, column 8 5 lines 59-66 and 
column 11, lines 14-26); 

b) instructions from the recipient to be followed if a gross disbursement amount received from 
the sender does not match the expected total disbursement amount received from the recipient, 
and an authorization to pay the sub-recipient portion of the expected total disbursement directly 
to the sub (see column 11, lines 14-26); 

(f) following the stored instructions, if the amount of the gross disbursement received from the 
sender does not match the amount of the total disbursement expected by the recipient (see 
column 11, lines 14-26); and 

(g) less any sub-recipient portions of the expected total disbursement, and instructing the 
payment server to make a direct payment to the sub-recipient of the sub-recipient portion of the 
expected total disbursement (see column 1 1, lines 14-26, column 12, lines 42-62). 

Therefore, it would be prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to add electronically receive from a sub-recipient an amount of a sub- 
recipient portion of an expected total disbursement and sending the amount to a recipient for 
authorization, instructions from the recipient to be followed if a gross disbursement amount 
received from the sender does not match the expected total disbursement amount received from 
the recipient, and an authorization to pay the sub-recipient portion of the expected total 
disbursement directly to the sub and less any sub-recipient portions of the expected total 
disbursement, and instructing the payment server to make a direct payment to the sub-recipient 
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of the sub-recipient portion of the expected total disbursement features to pay a recipient method 
of Linehan because Bezos et al. teaches that adding the features to a pay a recipient method helps 
the customer to select multiple different sites, and then perform a single check-out to purchase all 
of the selected product (see column 2, line 66-column 3, line 4 of Bezos et al.). 
23/ As per claim 13, Linehan and Bezos et al. teach the method of claim 12 described above. 
Bezos et al. further teaches including: shielding the sender from information regarding the 
amount of any sub-recipient portions of the expected total disbursement (abstract and column 7, 
lines 30-40). 

Therefore, it would be prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to add shielding the sender from information regarding the amount of 
any sub-recipient portions of the expected total disbursement feature to pay a recipient method of 
Linehan because Bezos et al. teaches that adding the feature to a pay a recipient method helps the 
customer to select multiple different sites, and then perform a single check-out to purchase all of 
the selected product (see column 2, line 66-column 3, line 4 of Bezos et al.). 

24. As per claim 14, Linehan and Bezos et al. teach the method of claim 12 described above. 
Linehan further teaches wherein payment is made using an automated teller machine (see 
column 1 7, lines 3 1 -33). 

25. As per claim 15, Linehan and Bezos et al. teach the method of claim 12 described above. 
Bezos teaches wherein payment is made using an electronic funds transfer (see column 2, lines 
14-18, column 16, lines 1-2, column 21, lines 62-65 and column 22, lines 12-14). 

Therefore, it would be prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to add payment is made using an electronic funds transfer feature to pay 
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a recipient method of Linehan because Bezos et al. teaches that adding the feature to a pay a 
recipient method helps to provide an efficient mechanism for crediting the accounts of the 
associates at the time of purchase (see column 3, lines 2-7) 

26. As per claim 16, Linehan and Bezos et al. teach the method of claim 12 described above. 
Linehan further teaches wherein payment is made using a check (see column 2, lines 21-26 and 
column 12, lines 5-10). 

27. As per claim 17, Linehan and Bezos et al. teach the method of claim 12 described above. 
Bezos et al. further teaches including the following step performed after step (g): providing a 
report to the recipient indicating the amount of money paid directly to the sub-recipient (see 
column 16, lines 20-26, column 18, lines 20-50, claim 21 and claim 41). 

Therefore, it would be prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to add providing a report to the recipient indicating the amount of money 
paid directly to the sub-recipient to pay a recipient method of Linehan because Bezos et al. 
teaches that adding the feature helps the customer to select multiple different sites, and then 
perform a single check-out to purchase all of the selected product (see column 2, line 66-column 
3, line 4 of Bezos et al.). 

28. As per claim 18, Linehan and Bezos et al. teach the method of claim 1 described above. 
Bezos further teaches wherein the amount of the sub-recipient portion of the expected total 
disbursement is calculated net of withholdings, whereby the amount paid to the recipient 
includes the withheld amounts (see column 11, lines 12-26). 

Therefore, it would be prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to add wherein the amount of the sub-recipient portion of the expected 



Application/Control Number: 09/683,048 Page 15 

Art Unit: 3691 

total disbursement is calculated net of withholdings, whereby the amount paid to the recipient 
includes the withheld amounts feature to pay a recipient method of Linehan because Bezos et al. 
teaches that adding the feature helps the customer to select multiple different sites, and then 
perform a single check-out to purchase all of the selected product (see column 2, line 66-column 
3, line 4 of Bezos et al.). 

29. Claims 21 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bezos 
et al., Patent No.: U.S. 6,029,141 (PTO-892 reference B) in view of Linehan, Patent No.: U.S. 
6,327,578 Bl (PTO-892 reference A). 

30. As per claim 21, Bezos et al. teaches the system of claim 19 described above. Linehan et 
al. further teaches wherein payment is made using an automated teller machine (see column 17, 
lines 31-33). 

Therefore, it would be prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to add payment is made using an automated teller machine feature to pay 
a recipient system of Bezos because Linehan. teaches that adding the feature helps improving the 
ease of implementation and overall performance (see abstract). 

31. As per claim 23, Bezos et al. teaches the system of claim 19 described above. Linehan et 
al. further teaches wherein payment is made by check (see column 2, lines 21-26 and column 12, 
lines 5-10). 

Therefore, it would be prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to add payment is made using an automated teller machine feature to pay 
a recipient system of Bezos because Linehan. teaches that adding the feature helps improving the 
ease of implementation and overall performance (see abstract). 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marissa Liu whose telephone number is 571-270-1370. The 
examiner can normally be reached on First Friday OFF. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick James Nolan can be reached on 571-270-0847. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 57 1 -273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from aUSPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




